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I. Introduction (background) 

i. In line with some of its fundamental goals and core values, such as: 

- Sustainable development of agriculture, 

- Food safety and food security, 

- Responsibility and traceability along the food supply chains, 

- Enhanced environment protection and climate change mitigation, 

- Introduction of innovative, environment friendly technologies in food production, 

- Implementation of international standards which are based on: 

a) preservation of natural resources and  

b) modern social attainments, 

- Increasing competitiveness of products and services originating from rural areas, 

- Promotion of agro-food products with added value, 

- Improvement of living conditions, human resources capacity and quality of life in rural 

areas, 

- etc. 

which are defined in its founding act, Civil Initiative for Rural Development “SPRING”1 

(also named “SPRING”) is introducing 2 innovations which are at disposal to all agricultural 

producers and other market participants worldwide: 

1. Pesticides residues monitoring system „Less is More“ (< = > RMS or RMS) and  

2. „Free From Pesticides Residues“ (or Residues free) Guarantee mark. 

 

ii. These two activities are intertwined and complementary, i.e. “Free From Pesticides Residues” 

(Residues free) Guarantee mark is part of the Pesticides residues monitoring system „Less is 

More“ (RMS). Their primary aim is to objectively determine the presence of pesticides residues 

in food of plants origin and transmit this information in a clear and transparent way to the final 

consumers and/or all other market participants i.e. to all interested parties.  

 

iii. Designing and introducing these tools for communicating qualitative and quantitative 

characteristics of agricultural products has been motivated and guided by the following pre-

conditions: 

- Plant Protection Products (PPPs) or Pesticides are nowadays regularly used in agriculture 

across the globe in order to maintain the plant’s health and secure the yields and quality 

of plant products; 

- At the same time, Pesticides are among the biggest threats to human health, directly 

(through food intake), but also indirectly, through contamination of water, soil, air and 

environment in general; 

                                                           
1 Non-governamental and non-profit organisation, founder of Residues Monitoring System „Less is more“ and 
holder of „Free From Pesticides Residues“ Guarantee mark 
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- Production, distribution, sales and use of Pesticides, as well as their residues in food are 

governed by Law (on national and international level). One thing in common to all these 

legislations are the rules for Maximum Residue Levels (MRL’s), defined for each individual 

active substance of pesticides and for each type of food; 

- Still, there is no legislation (national or international) that is dealing with cumulative and 

synergistic (the so called “Cocktail”) effect of different active ingredients of Pesticides 

onto human health. Currently, there are no rules which are setting legally binding 

thresholds / limits in relation to number of active ingredients in food, or any other kind 

of limitations in relation to complementary and cumulative health effects of different 

active ingredients, brought into one’s organism with different foodstuff ingested daily; 

- For some of the most sensitive and most vulnerable consumers groups (babies, infants), 

there are quite rare exceptions. Certain legislations2 have already defined that food for 

babies and infants (infant formulae and follow-on formulae) should not contain residues 

of pesticides above 0.01 mg/kg; 

- Modern scientific researches have provided us with deeper insight in plant’s physiology, 

plants pathogens biology and better understanding of their interaction. Nowadays, 

synergy of science and advanced agrochemical industry is constantly discovering  and 

providing mankind with different, less toxic solutions for control of plants pests and 

diseases. It provides less persistent and more selective (target oriented) pesticides, bio-

pesticides and other, non-chemical, yet effective solutions to improve plants defense 

mechanisms and to effectively monitor and control plant’s pathogens (pests, diseases, 

weeds etc.); 

- Integrated Pest Management (IPM) has been developed as a collection of these tools and 

their combination, with the aim of maintaining plants health in as much as possible 

environment friendly and humans health friendly way;  

- However, IPM has not been accepted by the producers in adequate way and in sufficient 

volume, since this concept and products deriving from it have no visibility and have not 

been valorized by the market and ultimately by the consumers; 

- Besides IPM, Organic (Biologic, Ecologic) agriculture emerged as another approach to 

reducing the environment pollution and food contamination, thus to preserving the 

human health and natural resources. Over the years, Organic Agriculture (OA) movement 

has become well organized and established. After decades of its unofficial existence 

through merely private standards, in the 1990’s it had received official recognition and 

support by national & international Authorities (through its inclusion in legislative 

framework and different supporting and subsidizing measures) and by the market (in the 

past few decades there is a constant increase in production and sales of Organic products 

worldwide);  

- Yet, despite its constant growth and increased market share, Organic products are still 

niche products and Organic Agriculture as a production method is still a niche production 

                                                           
2 Eg. EU Commission Directive 2006/141/EC 
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method (e.g. in spite of its development, almost 3 decades after it gained legislative 

support (Reg. 2092/91 from 1991 in EU), around 7.5% of used agricultural land in EU 

countries has been cultivated and certified as organic3), thus for now it is not having 

overall, global impact;   

- Furthermore, due to significantly higher prices of Organic products compared to 

conventional products, number of frauds and scandals with Organic products on the 

market has increased significantly, which led to some reduction of consumers trust in this 

standard and its control mechanisms. 

 

iv. Having all this in mind, Civil Initiative for Rural Development “SPRING” reached the following 

conclusions: 

 

1. Mankind deserves the right to food which is free from pesticides residues; 4 

 

2. “Free From Pesticides Residues” (Residues free) Guarantee mark is designed and is 

being introduced on the market as a support towards recognition of food which is 

free from pesticides residues, not as a replacement or competition of already 

available Sustainable agriculture production methods (Integrated Production, 

Organic Agriculture, Precision agriculture, Biodynamic agriculture etc.), but as their 

supplement and addition, i.e. as a potential tool for their transparent quantification 

and valorization. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
3 Source: Eurostat, year 2018 ( https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/products-eurostat-news/-/DDN-20200129-2 )  
4 Due to technical constraints, no laboratory in the world can currently determine absolute absence of pesticides in 

the products (i.e. 0 mg/kg), no matter if conventional or organic products are analyzed. Globally accepted Level Of 

Detection (LOD) of pesticides residues in the food, for the time being, is 0.01mg/kg (0.01ppm), which is a threshold 

accepted by different legislations (e.g. EC Regulation 396/2005) as well as by the industry and the market, thus also 

set by this program. Products are considered to be “Free From Pesticides Residues” if no pesticides residues are 

detected in them, with Level Of Detection of 0.01ppm. 

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/products-eurostat-news/-/DDN-20200129-2
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II. Pesticides Residues Monitoring System “Less is More”  

(Less (<); is (=); More (>); thus < = > RMS i.e. RMS) 
 

i. Definitions and terms: terms used in this document and their definitions i.e. their meaning in the 

context of this document and RMS are detailed in alphabetical order in Annex No. 1 of this 

document (Glossary). 

 

ii. Pesticides Residues Monitoring System “Less is More” (short name RMS from now on) is a 

voluntary tool at disposal to any natural of legal entity who produces and/or handles and/or 

trades: 

a) Food (including potable water5) and feed of vegetable origin (fruits, vegetables, 

cereals, industrial crops, herbs and their products etc.) as primary agricultural 

products which are not processed (simple manipulation, i.e. produce handling 

activities over the products, such as washing, sorting, packing, cutting, cooling, deep 

freezing etc. are not considered as processing); 

b) Processed food & feed are not eligible to be included into the RMS at this stage, 

and this may change in the future as the program develops. Exemptions from this rule 

may be granted by the “SPRING” on a case-by-case scenario, at request of interested 

parties (Market participants – Producers, Traders and their Associations; Certification 

Bodies etc.) for the products with low level of processing (e.g. mono ingredient 

products, minimally processed food & feed, etc.6).  

 

iii. The goal of RMS is that third, independent party examines and determines in a professional 

and confident way, and ultimately certify if there are, and to what extent there are pesticides 

residues in the products submitted to this program.   

 

iv. This is achieved through the following mandatory steps:  

1. Application process and signing of Inclusion agreement 

2. Initial/surveillance visits and risk assessments of applicants and already registered 

operators, their production units, their production activities and processes, their 

products, etc. 

3. Sampling of the registered products, and  

4. Laboratory analysis, done by the competent laboratories.   

 

v. Only individual entities (physical, legal) may be registered and accepted within RMS, i.e. 

admission of producers groups is not possible.  

                                                           
5 Potable water is considered as food (e.g. under article 2 of General Food Law – EC Reg. 178/2002, OR section 20l(f) 
of the USA Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act) 
6 E.g. flour, flakes, sauerkraut, wine, NFC fruit juices, vegetable oils etc. 
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vi. Parallel Production (abbreviated: PP) is allowed. It is the situation in which RMS registered 

operator (from now on: Operator) is submitting only part of his production of a certain crop or 

product to RMS. However, PP is considered as activity with additional risks (e.g. due to risk of 

mixing or substitution of products), thus entities with PP are considered as higher-risk Operators, 

which may reflect on the volume and complexity of sampling plan i.e. on the scope and frequency 

of produce sampling. 

 

vii. Parallel Ownership (abbreviated: PO), is allowed. This is the situation in which Operator, besides 

own products (registered within RMS), is buying the same product (non-registered within 

RMS) from third parties. However, PO is considered as risk activity, thus Operators with PO are 

considered as those with increased risk, which may reflect on the volume and complexity of 

sampling plan i.e. on the scope and frequency of produce sampling. 

 

II.1 Application process 

i. Participation in RMS starts with the application process. An applicant should apply for 

participation into RMS through Certification Body (CB) authorized by the “SPRING” (see Part V 

for details). Application should contain at least the following information for registration under 

RMS: 

a) General data of the applicant:  

- name, legal form, address and legal identification number in its country of origin 

(VAT Number or Registration number etc.), 

- contact data (phone No, e-mail address, contact person and its phone No. and e-mail 

address);  

b) Data regarding the scope of application:  

- identification of relevant products and activities of applicant which should be 

registered under RMS (production, produce handling, trade etc.),  

- general information about the production units (production plots / produce handling 

facilities / trading spots etc.), and its locations,  

- information about subcontractors (if any), and their role in the process,  

- information about Parallel Production and/or Parallel Ownership (where applicable), 

per each product, etc., 

- information about the target market for the relevant products i.e. main market (main 

Country of Destination or Group of countries, e.g. in the case of EU); 

c) Specific data about the production system Operator registers within RMS, i.e. about 

relevant production and/or produce handling and/or trading activities linked to own 

products and/or products obtained from third parties:  

- precise identification of production plots (fields) – its number, location, surface and 

product cultivated on each of them, as well as information about neighboring plots – 

their distance from own plot and products cultivated on them in the ongoing year etc; 
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- production system details: open field or covered production, production method 

(soil or substrate related production, hydroponic, aquaponic production, 

conventional, organic, integrated, etc.), varieties/hybrids cultivated, expected harvest 

period, expected yields per product, type of harvest (e.g. manual, mechanical, semi-

mechanical etc.), intended use of product (e.g. for fresh consumption, for further 

processing) etc., 

- produce handling details: post-harvest treatments, washing, grading, sorting, mixing, 

cutting, cooling, deep freezing, storage, different losses (expressed in %), packing, 

labelling, re-packing, re-labelling, etc., 

- sales i.e. distribution details: wholesale and/or retail, in bulk or packed, packaging 

(type of primary and secondary packaging i.e. sales in bulk or as finally packed 

product; single use or returnable packaging etc.), type of labelling (labelled or not-

labelled; own label or third party “private label”) etc. 

NOTE: in the case of Operators with only trading activities (with or without produce 

handling), only these (applicable activities) should be indicated and described.   

 

ii. Along with an Application form, applicant should submit a detailed and up-to-date map of 

production units:  

- production plots (fields, orchards, greenhouses, tunnels etc.) – which could be an official 

cadastral map, orthophoto, hand-drawn map etc. but should in any case enable orienting, 

i.e. identification of the production plot and its immediate surrounding and  

- produce handling or trading facilities (chambers for cooling down and/or deep freezing, 

part for packaging and for storing of products etc.) mentioned in the application form – 

which could be a layout plan, sketch etc. which provides identification of its different parts 

that could be connected with relevant activities taking place within them. 

 

iii. Besides the map of production units, applicant should submit his Plants health supporting 

records, i.e. records of applied plant protection products (PPPs), as well as products which are 

not officially registered as PPPs, but are used in order to support the development and health of 

plants: to activate plant’s defense mechanisms, improve immune system of plants or reduce 

pressure of pests & diseases (e.g. plants strengtheners, soil enhancers, microbiological or 

botanical preparations, repellents, sexual confusion tools, pheromone/sticky/color traps etc.) in 

the ongoing year. Plants health supporting records should include also any other (physical, 

mechanical etc.) activity relevant for the plants health (e.g. pruning – mature or green pruning; 

mulching of soil with natural or synthetic materials; manual or mechanical weeding etc.) and 

should contain, as a minimum, the following information: 

- Date and location of plant supporting activity, 

- Description of activity (e.g. foliar treatment, pruning, placement of pheromone traps…) 

- Trade name of applied product, its active ingredient and content (in %) of active 

ingredient (where applicable), 
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- Dosage or concentration of product applied (where applicable), i.e. quantity of product 

applied as well as quantity of water or other medium used per unit of production (m2, a, 

ha etc.), 

- Pre-harvest interval (PHI) of product applied (where applicable), 

- Machinery used for application (backpack sprayer, duster, orchard sprayer, wing sprayer, 

fogger, irrigation system, drone etc.). 

 

iv. If time of application for RMS is at the start of the production season, Plants health supporting 

records can be submitted later, but no later than the time defined for Operator to notify his CB 

about the start of harvest – at least 7 days in advance for every crop, and where necessary, for 

every variety/hybrid registered (reference point: II.4.iii. of this document).  

 

v. Furthermore, at time of submitting the application form, and especially in the case of applicant 

with PP or PO, no matter if the scope of activity is production or trade (or both), he should also 

submit his Traceability procedure, in which are described the provisions of separation and tracing 

the products registered within RMS, from those which are not registered (where applicable). 

Also, this procedure should contain provisions and mechanisms of withdrawal and recall of 

certified products in cases where needed (reference point: II.5.3.ii.). 

 

vi. Other than information and documents already indicated, an applicant should submit any other 

information and documents relevant for his application, such as certificates of conformance with 

some of the relevant public or private standards for its activities, such as Organic agriculture, 

GlobalG.A.P, LEAF, QS, IFS, BRC, FSSC 22000 etc. 

 

vii. In case where CB finds appropriate and needed, it may ask for additional information in its 

application form or complementary documents beyond those indicated here (which are 

considered minimal and mandatory). 

 

viii. In the case of any changes within the production or management system already described 

through application documents (e.g. changes in address, contact details, introduction of new 

products, new production activities, new production units, PP, PO etc.), Operator is obliged to 

notify his Certification Body about those changes in a real-time (within 14 calendar days from the 

moment when change occurs), and where applicable, to submit the relevant accompanying 

documents. 

 

ix. Whether or not there have been changes on the level of Operator, an annual renewal notification 

is required, within the deadline set by the Certification Body, with the aim that Operator 

continues to be a part of RMS. 
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II.2 Inclusion Agreement 

i. Upon the successful completion of application process, a quotation for the required services 

should be prepared by Certification Body and submitted to the applicant. In the case of its 

acceptance, the following step is the formalization of applicant’s inclusion into RMS, through 

acceptance and signing of Inclusion Agreement (Annex No. 2 of this document) with selected CB.  

 

ii. Among other things, Inclusion Agreement defines the rights and obligations of both parties, 

details in relation to service provided, in relation to complaints procedure, to data management 

(confidentiality and public disclosure) as well as the rules related to sanctions in case of 

disrespecting the RMS requirements, etc.  

 

iii. Upon its signing, an Applicant becomes the RMS Operator (in this document referred to as: 

Operator). Once the Agreement is signed, it is valid for indefinite period, until its new version is 

being published which makes the signed version obsolete or until one party (or both parties) 

decide to terminate it. Also, Inclusion Agreement will be terminated by default in case where 

Operator didn’t renew his RMS participation within deadlines defined by CB. 

 

II.3 Initial/Surveillance audits, risk assessment and a sampling plan 

i. Upon the signing of Inclusion Agreement, Initial audit to the production site should be conducted. 

This visit should be done by the CB with the aim of checking the coherence between data 

provided in the application and conditions on-site, but also for getting to know better the 

production system of Operator and relevant risks of pesticides residues in his products. 

 

ii. In relation to this visit and its goals, CB should make an Audit report, where all relevant 

modifications, comments and observations should be recorded for the attention of CB’s RMS 

Technical manager who receives one copy of this report. Report is signed by both parties and 

Operator receives second copy of it. 

 

iii. In the following phase, RMS Technical manager of Certification Body is performing a Risk 

assessment for the presence of pesticides residues in the registered products (short name: Risk 

assessment). This Risk assessment should be operator-specific and product-specific and needs to 

take into consideration all the existing and relevant factors of risk, some of which are listed 

below:  

1. susceptibility of plant species/varieties/hybrids cultivated by the Operator to different 

pests and diseases i.e. overview of main pests and diseases of cultivated crop, their 

occurrence timing and presence (i.e. duration of pests and diseases pressure), 

2. macro-location risks - history of occurrence of different pest and diseases i.e. intensity 

of pests and diseases pressure in the production region (e.g. the pressure and the risks 
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are higher if the crop is widely spread and dominantly i.e. commonly grown; if it has 

long history of growing in the region etc.),  

3. micro-location risks, including, but not limited to: 

- risk of drift (based upon bordering areas, type of crops cultivated on neighboring 

plots, ownership of neighboring plots, presence of buffer zones etc.),  

- risk of fungal diseases (compacted soils, poor drainage, increased air humidity, i.e. 

vicinity of water flows i.e. water bodies, poor aeration, high planting density etc.),  

- risk of pests – insects, mites etc. (vicinity of forests or potential breeding hotspots, 

such as deserted and neglected plantations nearby, spontaneous flora which is 

adequate host for pests in immediate vicinity etc.), 

- already existing “hot spots” within cultivated area (e.g. plots or varieties or part of 

crops already infected and more frequently attacked by pests / diseases due to higher 

susceptibility, thus in need for more intensive plant protection regime etc.),   

- etc., 

4. number of production plots, their size, location and distance i.e:  

- is there one or more production plots per each product?  

- are these individual production plots small, medium size, large or extra-large in 

relation to the product cultivated on it?  

- is total volume of production small, medium size, large or extra-large in relation to 

the product cultivated on it?  

- etc., 

5. extreme weather conditions in ongoing production year, including the period of 

harvest time (e.g. longer rainy period preceding or during the harvest time is 

associated with risk of fungal diseases, thus with possible fungicides treatments etc.), 

6. production technology (open field or greenhouse production, organic, IPM, 

hydroponic, conventional etc.), and expected yields (extensive, semi-intensive, 

intensive or highly intensive production systems), especially in comparison with the 

same product obtained in previous production cycle (where applicable), 

7. harvest details:  

- type of harvest (manual, mechanical, semi-mechanical),  

- its continuity and duration period (in a single pass, lasting a few hours - in the case 

of grains harvest; single pass, lasting several days to several weeks - such as, for 

example, harvesting of apples, grapes, etc.; single pass, lasting several months - 

successive extraction of root vegetables from the soil, e.g. carrots, potatoes, parsley, 

etc.; repetitive harvest i.e. in multiple passes, for several weeks to several months - 

harvesting of berries, e.g. strawberries, blueberries, raspberries and blackberries, or 

fruity vegetables, e.g. peppers, tomatoes, cucumbers etc.),  

- frequency of harvest (every day, e.g. raspberries for fresh use, once a week, e.g. 

selective picking of plums or cultivated mushrooms, or less often), 

- cyclic character of harvest – where production and harvest take place in relatively 

short and numerous production cycles – like in the case of mushrooms, leafy 
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vegetables such as lettuce etc. In these cases, several production cycles can be 

achieved on the same surface throughout the year, under different weather 

conditions, different pressure of pest and diseases, 

8. pre-harvest treatments (e.g. use of desiccants in cases of potatoes or soya beans, 

growth regulators in cases of mechanical harvest of sour cherries etc.), 

9. post-harvest treatments (e.g. growth regulators used on potatoes against 

germination or on apples for longer preservation, fungicides used on citrus and 

different other fruits against storage diseases, insecticides used on cereals against 

storage pests etc.), 

10. produce handling i.e. post-harvest activities with the products (washing, cutting, 

freezing, sorting, mixing, packing, etc.)  

11. storage duration and storage conditions, which are tightly connected with losses 

caused by storage diseases (short storage for one or several days; medium duration 

for several months and in any case less than 1 year; or long storage – more than 1 

year; storage as fresh, chilled, frozen; within a cooling facility, ULO or DCA storage, 

cold storage etc.) 

12. presence of Parallel Production (PP) and/or Parallel Ownership (PO), which are tightly 

associated with risks of mixing, substitution etc., 

13. use of subcontractors, 

14. sales, package and intended purpose (products sold in bulk or in final consumers 

package, sold through wholesale or retail sector, sold as products for fresh 

consumption or to processing industry …), 

15. and other risks, not mentioned here, as well as  

16. preventive actions – in implementation or already implemented by the Operator in 

order to mitigate the risks and internally protect the integrity of his products. 

Preventive actions should be also taken into consideration during the risk assessment. 

 

iv. Based upon the results of the Risk assessment, a general risk category is determined (and at least 

annually reviewed) for Operator and each of his products, along with a detailed justification upon 

which a Sampling plan is defined. Sampling plan should normally identify: 

- the number of samples to be taken and analyzed by the CB per year,  

- periods when the samples should be taken and  

- proposed points of sampling.  

v. As it is specified in the Inclusion Agreement, it is possible for CB to sample the products from 

the market i.e. at the point of distribution or sales, if required.  

 

vi. As minimum, at least one sample per year / product should be taken even if Operator i.e. certain 

of his products is classified under lowest risk category.  
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vii. Risk assessment and Sampling plan are constantly monitored and updated on the regular (at least 

annual) basis and at any time when there is a need for it (e.g. when Operator notifies his CB about 

any relevant change in his production, handling or sales system, when extreme weather 

conditions or invasion of certain pest is observed in the region, or based upon results of previous 

MRL analysis or surveillance activities etc.).  

 

viii. NOTE: in the case of Operators with only trading activities, where trading is done without any 

produce handling (i.e. trading with already packed and labelled Residues free certified products), 

risk assessment normally concludes that there is no need for produce sampling and MRL analysis. 

All exceptions should be documented and justified.  

 

II.4 Sampling of products and MRL product analysis 

i. Sampling of the registered products is done in line with the provisions of sampling plan, which is 

indicating details of sampling - time, place, quantity of products needed etc. Sampling is done 

under the responsibility of CB.  

 

ii. NOTE: in some extraordinary circumstances, justified by the CB in a documented way, sampling 

of the products and their pesticides residues analysis might be performed even if not indicated in 

the Sampling plan – the so called extraordinary or additional produce sampling and analysis (e.g. 

during the surveillance assessment on-site, based upon suspicion of cross-contamination, failure 

in traceability, fraud etc. or in the case where investigation of complaint from the market leads 

to a justifiable necessity for it etc.). 

 

iii. Initial sampling (sampling in initial year of participating in RMS) is done (where applicable) in 

period immediately prior to the harvest time. In relation to this rule, Operator is obliged to notify 

CB about the planned start of harvest for every crop (and every variety/hybrid registered if 

demanded by the CB), at least 7 days in advance, i.e. before its harvest (which is at the same time 

the final deadline for submitting Plants health supporting records) – reference point II.1.iv.  

 

iv. In relation to the sampling, CB representative is filling in the sampling report, in which all relevant 

observations should be noted, including also the codification of the sample (code assigned at 

time of sampling), since sample should be sent to laboratory without personal data of Operator. 

Presence of Operator (its representative) at time of sampling is mandatory, except in exceptional 

cases (e.g. when products are sampled from the marketplace – reference point II.3.v.). 

 

v. Sampling report is done on-site at time of sampling, signed by the both CB and Operator’s 

representatives (where applicable), and both of them keep one copy of it.  
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vi. Sample is divided into 4 aliquots, from which one is kept by Operator as counter sample in the 

case of his complaint, while remaining 3 aliquots are taken by the CB, with the following purpose: 

1. Aliquot No. 1 is delivered to laboratory where pesticides residues analysis will be 

conducted. Laboratory should be selected among those from the List of designated 

and authorized laboratories for residues analysis within RMS (Annex No. 3 of this 

document); 

2. Aliquot No. 2 is taken in cases of super analysis if needed; 

3. Aliquot No. 3 is kept stored (as deeply frozen), in the case of market complaints in the 

upcoming period, which depends on shelf life of the product itself (not less than 3 

months and not longer than 24 months).  

 

vii. All aliquots should be closed and sealed in such a manner which guarantees that opening it or 

changing its content is not possible without permanently damaging the seal and original 

packaging of the aliquot. In addition, all samples should be labelled with the unique code under 

which are analyzed. In this way, name of Operator is not visible on the sample or on the 

laboratory report, and its decoding (tracing back from the sample to the relevant Operator) 

should be enabled by the CB via sampling report. 

 

viii. NOTE: In cases when sampling is done from the marketplace without Operator’s representative 

(reference point II.3.v.), copy of sampling report will be sent to Operator within maximum 48h 

together with his Aliquot which serves as counter sample.  

 

ix. As a minimum, laboratories listed as designated and authorized within RMS should: 

- be accredited in line with the latest applicable version of ISO 17025 standard, 

- be accredited and able to conduct the multi-method residues analysis with GC-MS and 

LC-MS for all the relevant active substances and their metabolites, 

- be able to conduct residues analysis for all the relevant active substances with level of 

detection (LOD) and quantification (LOQ) at 0.01mg/kg (0.01ppm). 

 

x. As soon as the MRL produce analysis is completed by the laboratory and results of it submitted 

to CB, it should be, without any delay, transferred to the Operator, along with a right to complain 

on it within deadline of 7 days from reception of such notification. CB should have in place own 

procedure for management of complaints which should be implemented in such cases. In the 

process of complaints management, RMS Technical manager is in title of requiring additional 

information from the relevant Operator(s). 

 

xi. Complaints in relation to RMS, its rules, activities of authorized CBs etc. are managed in line 

with provisions of Complaint procedure of SPRING (Annex No. 4 of this document), which is at 

disposal to all interested parties. 
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II.5 Release of the Testimony on participation in RMS 

i. Based upon the completion of the initial pesticides residues product analysis for a specific 

product(s), a certificate should be issued by the CB in the form of Testimony on participation in 

RMS (short name: “RMS Testimony”). Per default, it will contain: 

- general data of the Operator, as well as information on the scope of his production 

system and his registered activities (i.e. about Produce Handling activities, Parallel Production, 

Parallel Ownership, Trade etc.), and  

- data about the certified product(s) – products names, and where relevant, names of 

varieties/hybrids etc.,  

- results of participation within RMS (see chapters II.5.1, II.5.2 and II.5.3). 

 

II.5.1 Free From Pesticides Residues (Residues free) RMS Testimony 

i. In the cases where no pesticide residues have been detected (above the LOD of 0.01ppm), CB 

will issue Free From Pesticides Residues (Residues free) RMS Testimony which allows Operator 

to use “Free From Pesticides Residues” logo or “Residues free” logo (Annex No. 5 of this 

document) on his certified product(s) and relevant documents in both B2B and B2C 

communication.  

 

ii. In this case, Residues free RMS Testimony will also have a defined validity. Validity of Free From 

Pesticides Residues RMS Testimony will depend on the nature of the product and production 

system of Operator, but will not be longer than 12 months per product. Its maintenance and 

renewal are conditioned by the Surveillance activities of CB, as defined in chapter “III – 

Surveillance activities”, part III.1 of this document. 

 

iii. NOTE: for the products with low level of processing (reference point: II.ii.b) of this document), to 

be certified as Residues free, besides absence of detectable pesticides residues, there is 1 

additional mandatory prerequisite which should be met: 

- “Primary Ingredient(s)”7 of these products should be Residues free certified in line and in 

compliance with this document. 

 

II.5.2 RMS Testimony - “Silver” and/or “Bronze” medal 

i. Other that “Free From Pesticides Residues” status, RMS Testimony can display also other 

results, such as: 

                                                           
7 “Primary ingredient” is an ingredient or ingredients of a food that represent more than 50 % of that food or which 
are usually associated with the name of the food by the consumer and for which in most cases a quantitative 
indication is required – EU Regulation No. 1169/2011 
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a. Silver medal, in cases where maximum 2 active ingredients are detected above the 

LOD (0.01ppm), and maximum 33% of cumulative MRLs (for the main, target market) 

in their sum. If one of these 2 conditions is not met, Silver medal will not be awarded.  

b. Bronze medal, in cases where maximum 4 active ingredients are detected above the 

LOD (0.01ppm), and maximum 80% of cumulative MRLs (for the target market) in 

their sum. If one of these 2 conditions is not met, Bronze medal will not be awarded. 

 

ii. In the cases of  RMS Testimony with “Silver” or “Bronze”, it will not have any validity indicated 

and Operator may use it only in B2B communication (more details could be found in chapter III – 

Surveillance activities, part III.2 of this document). 

 

II.5.3 RMS Testimony about MRL legal compliance for target market 

i. In cases where results of the laboratory analysis do not meet the requirements for issuing / 

maintenance of Free From Pesticides Residues RMS Testimony or RMS Testimony with 

“Silver” or “Bronze” medal, CB will issue a RMS Testimony which, as a result, declares if the 

registered products, in terms of the content of pesticide residues in them, are compliant or not 

with the MRLs for the main, target market of those products. 

 

ii. In the case of non-compliance with the requirements of main, target markets, Operator is obliged 

to apply withdrawal and/or recall provisions (where and when needed) from his Traceability 

procedure (reference point: II.1.v.). 

 

iii. NOTE: compliance with the relevant, target legislation is not in itself the aim or request of RMS. 

Participation in RMS does not replace the work of Competent authority with which lies the 

responsibility to enforce legislation. 
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III. Surveillance activities 

III.1 Free From Pesticides Residues (Residues free) Guarantee mark and logo 

i. As already indicated in Part I and Part III of this document, Free From Pesticides Residues 

(Residues free) Guarantee mark is a part of RMS. 

 

ii. In the cases where results of initial laboratory analysis of certain product(s) demonstrate absence 

of pesticide residues, above the LOD (0.01ppm), and CB issues Free From Pesticides Residues 

RMS Testimony, certified Operator is entitled to use Residues free logo on his certified 

products as a Guarantee mark of their quality.  

 

iii. Residues free logo can be used on the products which are listed on Free From Pesticides Residues 

RMS Testimony, and on all business and product-related documents of certified products of 

Operator in B2B (business to business) communication (e.g. web-sites, promotional material, 

advertising etc.), and/or in B2C (business to consumers) communication (e.g. on the products, 

consumers packaging of the products or transaction documents directly connected with the 

certified products etc.). These rights are conditioned by compliance of certified Operator with set 

of Surveillance requirements described in following points (iv. – vii.) of this Chapter. 
 

iv. As stipulated in the Inclusion Agreement, Operator holds primary responsibility for adequate use 

of Residues free logo. In line with this, Operator is obliged to keep track of all his Residues free 

products – i.e. to record: 

- one step up (his sales) - type of products, their quantities and destination, link them to 

his commercial documents – invoices, delivery notes etc.  

- as well as one step down (his purchase, where applicable) - type of products, their 

quantities and origin (source), proof of their Residues free status, with a link to his commercial 

documents – invoices, delivery notes, transaction certificates etc.  

 

v. These, traceability data should be recorded in real time (within maximum 48h from the change 

of ownership) in electronic version in line with the system designed by the CB and approved by 

the SPRING. 

 

vi. Control of adequate use of Residues free logo and respecting the provisions from this document 

and Inclusion Agreement falls under the responsibility of CB, within its Surveillance activities 

which are taking place upon the release of Free From Pesticides Residues RMS Testimony. 

Among others, CB is authorized and obliged:  

- to control the adequate use of RMS Testimony, 

- to control the adequate use of Residues free logo, and 

- to control the integrity of the products placed on the market with any reference to RMS 

(and in particular to Residues free) claims. 
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vii. This task should be accomplished through set of surveillance activities / tools of CB, some of 

which are (a non-exhaustive list): 

- further sampling of products in line with provisions of Sampling plan and laboratory 

analysis of those samples, 

- monitoring over certified Operator’s keeping track of sales of Residues free products in 

line with instructions provided by the CB, 

- surveillance audits (done by the CB on-line and/or face-to-face), whose type and 

frequency will be in line with risk assessment results of each certified Operator. 

Surveillance audits may result in increase or reduction of produce sampling and MRL 

laboratory analysis of relevant products, when needed and justified in a documented way, 

- participation in any investigation by CB about received complaints from the market 

(where applicable), which may result in additional produce sampling and MRL laboratory 

analysis of relevant products, when needed and justified in a documented way, 

- etc. 

III.2 RMS Testimony – cases of “Silver” and/or “Bronze” medals 

i. In the cases of Silver or Bronze medal, RMS Testimony will not have defined any validity period, 

but merely a reference to the production year and products which were included in  RMS.  

 

ii. Surveillance activities over released RMS Testimonies with “Silver” and/or “Bronze” medals 

are not foreseen. 

 

iii. These symbols (silver or bronze medal) and relevant note about the level of pesticides residues 

within them can be used only in general B2B communication (web-sites, promotional leaflets, 

advertising etc.). It can never appear on the products, consumers packaging of the products or 

documents directly connected with the transaction of products, due to its B2B character and 

exclusion of Surveillance activities over products with Silver or Bronze medal. 

 

III.3 RMS Testimony about MRL legal compliance for target market 

i. In the case of RMS Testimony about MRL legal compliance for target market, all the same rules 

and provisions defined in cases of RMS Testimonies with “Silver” and/or “Bronze” medals are 

applied. 
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IV. Sanctions 

i. In the event where Operator is violating (intentionally or unintentionally) i.e. not fulfilling 

requirements of RMS, CB should detect this as Non-conformity and is entitled to implement 

some of the following Sanctions:  

a) Warning – lowest level of sanctioning with a period of maximum 14 calendar days for 

Operator to present evidence of implemented corrective actions; 

b) Suspension – medium level of sanctioning which refers to withdrawal i.e. temporary 

loss of current RMS status of Operator and all accompanying benefits arising from 

participation in RMS for one, more or all the products from RMS Testimony. It 

can be issued for a period of up to 12 months i.e. with a deadline of maximum 12 

months for Operator to present evidence of implemented corrective actions; 

c) Termination of Agreement – the highest and most severe level of sanctioning, where 

Operator is losing his current RMS status and all benefits arising from participation 

in RMS and which excludes the Operator from RMS for a period of 24 months, 

during which period he can’t apply for new Inclusion into RMS.    

 

ii. CB is entitled to directly enforce above mentioned sanctions, not necessarily in the order given 

here, i.e. in the case where severe and/or intentional non-conformity is detected, immediate 

Suspension or Termination of Agreement without prior Warning can be issued. 

 

iii. For the avoidance of any doubts, it is precised that issuing a Suspension or Termination of 

Agreement shall have as immediate consequence the cessation of any marketing activity by the 

Operator related to RMS of the products to which refers the relevant sanction. 

 

iv. CB has a discretionary right that, other than sanctions, also deliver an Observation to the 

Operator, which is a note about the existence of a place for improvement within the system, 

which could potentially turn into a Non-Conformity in the future. 

 

IV.1 Self-declared suspension (in case of “Force majeure” etc.) 

i. If, during the production season, Operator encounters some phytosanitary, or other type of 

problems or constraints which adversely influence his production or results of  RMS, he can 

take adequate actions to prevent the loss of integrity of his products through Self-declared 

suspension, and he should inform his CB about it.  

 

ii. For example, in greenhouse production of tomatoes with Residues free products, Operator has 

long harvest season (around 5-6 months or more) during which he runs into some phytosanitary 

problem (e.g. intensive attack of tomato moth - Tuta absoluta) which is significantly threatening 

the production as a whole and which requires chemical control treatment.  Chemical treatment 

would lead to residues on the products harvested in upcoming period, thus Operator has at his 
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disposal the use of Self-declared suspension, on all or part of his products, for a period he 

considers sufficient (during which these products will not be labelled and marketed as Residues 

free products and sales documents will not contain any reference to this status).  

 

iii. In such cases, certified Operator should inform his CB about Self-declared suspension at least 

48h in advance to such suspension and should keep records of sales for the products and period 

concerned (covered with Self-declared suspension). In situation where only part of the product 

(e.g. from a single production unit i.e. single greenhouse) is affected with Self-declared 

suspension, Operator should have adequate traceability system in place to demonstrate 

transparency and adequate separation of his Residues free products from those which are not 

Residues free, along the supply chain (reference point II.1.v.). 

 

iv. In order to lift a Self-declared suspension, Operator should have proof that his products meet 

the Residues free status (e.g. laboratory analysis on active ingredient(s) used for this 

intervention), and send it to CB together with his decision to lift the Self-declared suspension at 

least 48h before he restarts to market his products under Residues free logo. Timeframe of at 

least 48h for CB notification is foreseen in the case that CB decides to verify the Residues free 

status of products through produce sampling and laboratory analysis and to postpone the 

reintroduction of Residues free products, depending on general risk category of Operator and on 

specific circumstances of the case. 
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V. Authorization 

i. All the activities described in Part II and III of this document (from reception of application until 

release of RMS Testimony and subsequent Surveillance activities), will be performed by the 

Certification Body (CB) authorized for this activity by the “SPRING” - founder and the owner of 

this Program. 

 

ii. In the case of need, “SPRING”, can issue also a partial authorization, for performing only part of 

above-mentioned activities (e.g. for conducting initial audit, elaborating risk assessment as well 

as sampling plan, and produce sampling i.e. for all the activities up to reaching certification 

decision and certificate release) - the so called Verification body (VB).  

 

iii. Such authorizations will be defined and regulated by a separate contract between relevant 

parties. In any case, as foreseen and stipulated in the contracts, “SPRING” will be entitled to 

control the performance of authorized bodies and in case of inadequate performance to apply 

the provisions from its Sanctioning Policy. 

 

iv. List of authorized Certification Bodies and Verification Bodies as well as criteria for their 

authorization are available as Annex No. 6 of this document. 


